It’s Time to Go to Work – but Where Do You Leave the Kids?

I recently had lunch with a good friend who was about to put her first child into daycare so she could return to work. She made a comment that really made me think – “Everyone tells you to start saving now for college, but no one ever warns you to start saving for daycare when you are pregnant.” It’s true – how many of my friends have toyed with the idea of not returning to work because daycare was too expensive. Sometimes daycare is our only option, so we have to make the most of what’s around. The good news – no matter what’s more important to you – saving money while still getting a good daycare, or paying top dollar to send your kids to one of the best private schools in the area – many options exist in our surrounding counties.  

The Early Learning Center in Culpeper:
· Currently accepts infants as young as six weeks old through eleven-year-olds.
· Preschoolers and toddlers concentrate on lesson plans each week according to a theme.

· Three and four-year-olds can come one day a week, three days, or even half-days.  

· School age children can come before school, after school or both and summer camps are also available. Buses from Pearl Sample and A.G. Richards elementary schools have a bus stop at this center.

· Infants and toddlers are required to come full days, five days a week. 

· Costs per week:
· Infants - $168

· Toddlers - $163

· Twos - $141

· Threes and fours - $149

· Before or after school - $29

· Before and after school - $69
Early Learning Centers are also located in many of the surrounding counties, but each are independently owned and operated.
Warrenton Baptist Tiny Tot Center
· Accepts two-year-olds through school age children.
· Daily curriculums are centered on education, physical activity, and spirituality.
· Flexibility includes part-time and full-time, however preschoolers must come year round.
· School age children can come before school, after school or both and summer camps are also available. Buses from Brumfield and P.B. Smith elementary schools have a bus stop at this center.

· Kids are involved in two to three mission projects every year to instill a sense of giving back to the community. 
· Costs per week:

· Full-time - $156

· Part-time 3s - $64

· Part-time 4s - $97

· Before and after school care -$78
· Website – http://www.wbtinytots.com
Jack and Jill Pre-School and Child Care Center (Fauquier County)
· Accepts two-year-olds through five-year-olds. 
· Strong focus on handwriting skills.
· Flexibility options include – three days a week, two days a week, or half days. Pre-kindergarten program is half days – this spring additional activities will be available such as dance classes for the afternoon.
· Building outdoor classroom with a garden, koi pond, birdhouses, and an art center to make projects out of natural things from the environment.
· Conveniently located off Rt. 29.
· Cost - $155 a week or $670 a month. 
· Website – http://www.jackjillpreschool.com
Grymes Memorial School (serves the following counties –Spotsylvania, Culpeper, Madison, Louisa, Greene, Fredericksburg, and Orange)
· Private school accepting junior-kindergarten through eighth grade students.

· Strong emphasis on Spanish classes, writing, public speaking, and physical education.
· Strong sense of family, tolerance, and acceptance starts with junior-kindergarteners.
· Sports such as lacrosse, soccer, field hockey, and basketball are available to all sixth, seventh, and eighth graders.
· Graduates have excelled in public and private school classes, SOLs, and writing and forensic competitions.

· Costs:

· Junior kindergarten – five half days - $5125 for year; all day - $8400; five mornings and three afternoons - $7210
· Kindergarten through eighth grade - $10950 
· Tuition includes transportation to and from the school; can be paid in full, through three installments, or monthly
· Fifty percent of students currently receive financial assistance
· Website – http:// www.grymesschool.org
These are just a few of the options available in our communities and luckily excellent education, top-notch daycares, and affordability exist. While we still may need to put some pennies aside, we have choices on where to send our children while we work – so we can continue to save for college – and who knows – maybe you are raising a future Harvard graduate?
